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Associates found 55 percent opposed the idea. The poll, conducted March 15-17, had a 4.75 

percent margin of error. 

Amanda Smith, Utah Department of Environmental Quality director and newly appointed state 

energy adviser, said the inclusion of nuclear power can be "an emotional issue" for Utahns, given the 

state's history with nuclear testing and the resulting health fallout. 

"Let's really focus on how we are going to meet our future baseload (power needs)," she said. "Every 

energy source that has the potential to meet baseload has issues … and they are all kind of at their 

breaking point with technology." 

She said considering that the world will likely look very different in the next five to 10 years energy-

wise, there will be some critical challenges to meet and no energy source should be taken off the 

table or "ruled out now." 

"We need to be discussing and looking at all these resources (and) putting money and effort into 

technologies and letting the market decide where they should go," Smith said. 

Meanwhile, how much the inclusion of nontraditional energy resources will cost consumers is among 

the concerns of local energy advocates. 

"We're seeing cost-effective renewable energy resources developed all over the world and all over 

the nation and surrounding states," said Sara Baldwin, senior policy and regulatory associate with 

Utah Clean Energy — a Salt Lake City-based nonprofit public interest organization. "If we're going to 

integrate and balance our resource portfolio with (alternative) technologies, we're going to have to 

give them some (economic or policy) support … to allow them to compete on a level playing field." 

Baldwin said that increased efficiencies in energy consumption and implementing stricter building 

standards could also be important components in helping the state meet its future energy needs. 

Visit www.utah.gov/governor/docs/energy-10year-plan.pdf to view the governor's plan. 
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